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Caribbean Anchoring Challenges
Eastern Caribbean anchorages present trade winds that shift overnight, thin sand over coral rubble,
crowded bays with limited scope room, and hard structure for fishing stops. Modern scoop anchors
outperform traditional designs in all of these conditions.

Recommended Anchors
Anchor Weight Best Bottom Price Range

Mantus M1 35 lb Sand, mud, mixed $320–$420

Rocna Vulcan 15 33 lb Mixed / all-bottom $280–$380

Fortress FX-37 7 lb Sand, mud $200–$260

Lewmar Bruce 22 lb Sand, mud $90–$140

Slide Anchor Box varies Hard bottom / reef $80–$180

Scope — The Variable People Underestimate
• Calm conditions: 5:1 scope minimum

• 20+ knot trade winds: 7:1 minimum

• Strong conditions / coral bottom: 10:1 for reliable holding

→ Scope is the cheapest improvement you can make to your anchoring system.

Complete Anchoring System
Chain: Minimum 50 feet of chain at the anchor end. 5/16" HT chain covers most boats to 40 feet.

Snubber: Nylon snubber from chain to deck cleat — absorbs shock, reduces boat movement, protects
windlass.

Anchor Light: Required by law, IPX-rated LED visible 2 miles. Essential safety in busy Caribbean
anchorages.

Final Recommendation
Mantus M1 35lb for Caribbean cruising and overnight anchoring. Add a Slide Anchor Box for fishing stops
over hard structure. Always size up — the holding difference between marginal and correct anchor sizing
is the difference between sleeping and watching the alarm.
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