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Introduction
Deep drop fishing is a different game altogether. Around Anguilla and the wider Caribbean, you can move
from 100 feet to 800, 1,000, or even 1,500 feet of water very quickly. That's where the real fishing begins. I
currently own three Kristal Super 75 electric reels and run them with 200 lb braid.

How Deep Drop Fishing Works
Most of my drops are in the 600 to 1,200 foot range. We target yellow eye snapper, tilefish, deep water
grouper, and sailor's choice. The biggest challenge is not getting to the bottom — it's staying there.

• Strong current works against you

• Boat drift pulls the rig out of the strike zone

• Heavy weight is needed to hold bottom

• Line scope reduces vertical control

What Matters in a Deep Drop Electric Reel

1. Pulling Power (Torque Over Speed)
You need a reel that pulls steadily under load — not just one that retrieves fast. At 800–1,200 feet, you are
pulling line, rigs, and dead weight on every retrieve.

2. Line Capacity
→ For most anglers starting out: 800–1,000 yards of high-strength braid minimum.

3. Power Source
I run directly from the boat's 12V engine batteries. Weak power means weak reel performance.

4. Durability and Retrieval Control
A good reel must survive saltwater corrosion, long run times, and heavy loads. Smooth start-stop control
matters when fish are coming up from depth.

Recommended Reels (Available Online)
Reel Price Range Depth Range Caribbean Fit

Daiwa Tanacom 1200 $600–$900 800–1,200+ ft Excellent



Daiwa Tanacom 1000 $450–$650 600–1,000 ft Good

Daiwa Tanacom 500 $280–$400 300–600 ft Limited

I personally run Kristal Super 75 machines as my benchmark — but these Daiwa options are the realistic
online alternatives.

My Complete Setup
• Rod: Kristal short deep drop rod for strength and control under load

• Line: 200 lb braid — cuts current, maintains vertical drop

• Weight: Breakaway/disposable sinker system — drops off at hookup

• Hooks: Circle hooks only — hook cleanly, hold better at depth

• Bait: Squid cut bait and Japanese bait — holds up at depth in current

• Power: 12V engine batteries via dedicated plug

Caribbean Conditions
I fish controlled drift — anchoring at these depths is not practical. The goal is to stay over structure.
Drop-offs, ledges, and humps hold fish — depth alone does not.

→ Structure matters more than raw depth. Find the ledge or hump first.

Common Mistakes
• Using a reel without sufficient torque for the depth

• Not using enough weight to hold bottom

• Letting line scope out and losing vertical position

• Fishing open water depth without structure

• Going too light on braid — lighter line drifts more in current

Final Recommendations
You are not just buying a reel — you are building a system. When reel, line, weight, and technique all work
together, deep drop fishing becomes significantly more productive. Start with enough capacity for your
target depth, and build from there.

Visit MarineGear.ai for updated gear recommendations and live Caribbean weather
© 2026 MarineGear.ai · As an Amazon Associate we earn from qualifying purchases


