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Why Cooler Quality Matters Here

In Caribbean conditions — 85-95°F air, direct tropical sun, limited ice resupply — insulation performance
determines how long your catch stays eating-quality. A cheap cooler holds ice 24-36 hours. A premium
rotomolded cooler holds ice 57 days. That gap is the difference between a viable offshore trip and a very
expensive fish fry.

Recommended Coolers

YETI Tundra 65 65 qt Up to 7 days $350-%$420
RTIC 65 65 qt 5-6 days $180-$230
Engel HD30 30 gt 4-5 days $200-$260
ORCA 58 58 gt 6—7 days $280-$360
Igloo BMX 72 72 qt 2-3 days $90-$130

Maximising Ice Life in Caribbean Heat
« Pre-chill the cooler overnight before loading — biggest single factor
» Use block ice over crushed — melts significantly slower
» Separate fish cooler from drinks cooler — drinks cooler gets opened constantly
» Keep cooler in shade — direct tropical sun accelerates melt even in premium units

* A wet towel over the lid adds meaningful protection in extreme heat

Final Recommendation

YETI Tundra 65 for best-in-class performance and durability. RTIC 65 for comparable core insulation at
half the price. Engel HD30 for small boats with space limitations. Whatever you choose — pre-chill, use
block ice, and keep it in shade. Technique matters as much as the cooler in Caribbean heat.

Visit MarineGear.ai for updated gear recommendations and live Caribbean weather
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